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B RIT ISH CROWN GREEN B OWLING ASSOCIATION  
 

 

 

 

2017 BCGBA  

FRED.OLSEN CRUISE LINES                         

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS  

The draw for the 2017 BCGBA Champion of Champions was streamed live over the internet from the Globegig studios in Blackpool 

and has given Gary Ellis, the defending champion and three-time winner (2004, 2011, 2016), an opening game against the Merseyside 

Merit champion, Phil Lee.  

 

This year the competition, which takes place on Saturday 23rd September at the famous Waterloo Hotel in Blackpool, has a new 

sponsor in Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines and our members are encouraged to take full advantage of their discount offer detailed in their 

advert on the next page. 

 

Four other former winners will join Ellis in the final major of the season.   

 

Callum Wraight (2015) faces the Cheshire Merit winner, Peter Illidge. Simon Coupe (2014) will play Kevan Shaw, winner of the 

Lancashire Merit while John Bailey (2007) and triple winner, Graeme Wilson (2003, 2008, 2009), must wait to see who their opponents 

will be as they will play the winners of the Brighouse Classic and Rastrick Classic respectively who along with the Midland Masters, Co-

op Funeralcare Waterloo Handicap and Talbot Trophy are yet to conclude their competitions.   

 

One of the most intriguing games will be the clash of the BCGBA Junior champion and BCGBA Veterans champion with 15-year-old, 

Lucas Hall, taking on the experienced, Gerald Merry.  

 

All results can be viewed via the BCGBA website and, once again, the competition will be streamed live across the internet (usually 

from 2pm onwards) by the team at Globegig.  To view, click on the following link http://www.globegig.com/live-stream.html. 

 

 

 

 

BOWLSCOMPS  

ARTHUR LAN D RANKING TABLE  

The BOWLSCOMPS Arthur Land Ranking Table trophy will be presented at the Champion of Champions with the inaugural winner, 

Garry Ellis, once again leading the table.  He currently holds a 15 point lead over second placed Callum Wraight with Graeme Wilson a 

further 16 points behind in third place. 

 

Of the remaining six competitions - Brighouse Classic, Rastrick Classic, Midland Masters, Co-op Funeralcare Waterloo Handicap, 

Talbot Trophy and BCGBA Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines Champion of Champions - Ellis has only qualified for the Rastrick Classic and 

BCGBA Champion of Champions finals.  Wraight however is in the line-up of four finals, missing out on the Rastrick Classic and 

Midland Masters.  Wilson, like Wraight is also in four finals, being ineligible to enter the Midland Masters and not qualifying for the 

Talbot Trophy. 

 

Hopefully, we will have a close finish to this years Ranking Table but don t discount Greg Smith.  He is currently in sixth place some 66 

points off the pace.  He is though still in everything apart from the Rastrick Classic and Champion of Champions (currently third 

reserve) so he could have a big say on who wins this year s trophy. 

http://www.globegig.com/live-stream.html
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2017 BCGBA  

FRED.OLSEN CRUISE LINES                         

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS  

Saturday 2 3rd September - Waterloo Hotel, Blackpool - 10am  

 

 

(Yorkshire Merit) James Hanson v  Ian Booth (Cleckheaton Sports Classic)  

(16th September) Brighouse Classic v John Bailey (Isle of Man September Festival)  

 (Lancashire Merit) Kevan Shaw v Simon Coupe (North Lancs & Fylde Merit)  

 (Fortis Spring Waterloo) Michael Leach v Robert Thompson (South Yorkshire Merit) 

   

 (Cumbria Merit) Liam Baxter v  Paul Lamb (North Midlands Merit)  

(21st September) Talbot Trophy  v Darren Plenderleith (BCGBA Senior Individual Merit) 

(20th September) Co-op Funeralcare Waterloo Handicap  v  Ed Furniss (Derbyshire Merit)  

 (Potteries & District Merit) Steve Parkin v  Scott Simpson (Staffordshire Merit, ECC Open)  

   

 (Greater Manchester Merit, Pudsey Classic, George Master 2016) Gary Ellis v Phil Lee (Merseyside Merit) 

(17th September) Rastrick Classic  v Graeme Wilson (Hillcrest Classic)  

 (Shropshire Merit, Fleetwood Bowling Festival) Callum Wraight v Peter Illidge (Cheshire Merit) 

 (BCGBA Junior Individual Merit) Lucas Hall v Gerald Merry (Grocontinental Jack & Jean Isherwood Veterans Championship) 

   

 (British Parks Merit) Martin Lloyd v Ben Percival (CCF Open) 

 (Isle of Man Merit) John Kennish v Gareth Herbert (Warwick & Worcester Merit) 

 (Wales Merit) Keiron Roberts v Midland Masters (17th September) 

 (Coors Meole Brace Open) Ryan Prosser v James Wilcox (Isle of Man June Festival) 
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2017 ENDSLEIGH                         

SENIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP  

 

 

For the second successive season, the final of the ENDSLEIGH Senior County Championship went down to virtually the last bowl of a 

pulsating match.  Twelve months ago, Yorkshire defeated Shropshire by four chalks but this year the outcome was even closer as 

North Midlands just got the better of Potteries & District by two chalks. 

 

Both home sides recorded ten winners but North Midlands victory at their Haunchwood BC green by 79 chalks proved crucial as 

Potteries & District fell two agonising chalks short in their home leg at Dilhorne Recreation & BC, winning by 77. 

 

North Midlands opened up a slender six-chalk advantage once the first four jacks at each venue had been completed with both home 

sides claiming a clean-sweep of victories. An opening 21-6 card by Mark Burdett followed by a 21-9 card by the North Midlands home 

captain, Jamie Dunn, was the main difference between the two sides.  

 

The single figure wins continued at Haunchwood as North Midlands stretched their lead to 21 with four games to be played at each 

venue.  Ben Percival handed in the best card of the day in a 21-5 victory and he was supported by the BCGBA Senior Merit champion, 

Darren Plenderleith, who won 21-7.  Adam Jackson got Potteries & District s first win with a 21-20 victory while Paul Ward was North 

Midlands only middle four winner at Dilhorne thanks to his 21-17 triumph. 

 

The last four games were again mirrored at each venue with the home sides having three winners apiece.  Joe Williamson came away 

from Haunchwood with best card of the match for his Potteries & District side, winning 21-17, while Stuart Perry played a true captain s 

role for North Midlands as he won 21-18 on away soil.  A late 21-5 card from Anthony Lloyd at Dilhorne proved too little, too late as his 

Potteries side fell two chalks from an overall victory. 

 

All scores can be viewed via the Competitions page on the BCGBA website  www.bowls.org.uk  and clicking on the Senior County 

link.  
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Sponsors of the BCGBA 
World Club Championship 

01952 603 591 
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