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B RIT ISH CROWN GREEN B OWLING ASSOCIATION  
 

 

 

 

2017 BCGBA  

FRED.OLSEN CRUISE LINES                         

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS  

 

 

MICHAEL BEER is rarely seen in competitions outside of his native Shropshire county but he made himself known by being involved in 

all of the three majors  Waterloo Handicap, Talbot Trophy and Champion of Champions  during Waterloo Week.   

 

He lost narrowly to the eventual winner of the Waterloo Handicap, Wayne Ditchfield, in a tremendous last 16 round match which  saw 

him count the cost of two poor bowls as he led out for game, suffering a 21-20 heartache.  He dusted himself down and a few days 

later secured a place in the Champion of Champions with a 21-17 victory over Scott Simpson in the final of the Talbot Trophy.  His 

week in Blackpool ended when he won the Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 2017 Champion of Champions with a commanding 21-11 final 

victory over his county colleague, Callum Wraight. 

 

He couldn t have asked for a more demanding opening game as he took on the BCGBA Senior Individual Merit winner, Darren 

Plenderleith. The game was decided with the last bowl of a thrilling encounter as Beer scraped home 21-20, having trailed 18-10 at one 

stage.  His second round match with Liam Baxter, the Cumbria Merit champion, saw him ease into the quarter-finals with a 21-11 

victory and he progressed to the penultimate stage with a hard-fought 21-19 success against Scott Simpson who had double-qualified 

by winning the early season ECC Open and his county s Staffordshire Merit.  The two had met two days earlier in the final of the Talbot 

Trophy where Beer won 21-17.  In his semi-final it was a chance to get revenge against the Waterloo champion, Wayne Ditchfield, and 

in another close match Beer secured his place in the final with a 21-16 win. 

 

Callum Wraight meanwhile progressed to round two after getting the better of the Cheshire Merit winner, Peter Illidge 21-18.  Here, he 

was waiting for the winner of the Grocontinental Jack & Jean Isherwood Veterans Championship winner, Gerald Merry and the Junior 

Merit winner, Lucas Hall.  With probably some fifty years between the two, Merry was relieved to get past his young opponent 21-19.  

Any hopes of further progression were soon ended as Wraight stormed into the last eight with a resounding 21-6 victory.  Jack Dyson, 

the 2017 Rastrick Classic winner, pushed Wraight all the way but was unable to prevent the Fleetwood Bowling Festival and Brighouse 

Classic winner from reaching the semi-final as he just fell short in a 21-17 defeat. 

 

Wraight s win would see him face Greg Smith in an eagerly-awaited match between two of the top young players in the game.  And 

what a match it was.  Played in an electric atmosphere with both players playing to the crowd with their antics.  Smith took an early 5 nil 

lead but Wraight fought back to level at 5 across.  From here there was never more than two shots between them with the lead 

constantly changing hands with the quality of bowling outstanding.  Smith had a chance for game at 19-20 but failed to capitalise on a 

double but lay game with an almost front toucher at 20 across only for Wraight to smash his bowl, and jack, off the green.  A poor lead 

by Smith proved crucial as Wraight took full advantage of his error to book his place in the final with Smith s second bowl no better. 

 

It was always going to be hard for the finalists to repeat what had gone before them but the prestige of being crowned BCGBA 

Champion of Champions was foremost in their minds.  Wraight was hoping to add to his 2015 success while Beer was aiming for a 

second trophy in a remarkable week in Blackpool. 
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Both finalists are clubmates at Castlefields Bowling Club so probably knew the strengths and weaknesses of each other s game.  

Wraight opened with a single but then succumbed to two consecutive doubles as he trailed 1-4.  Like his semi-final match, Wraight 

soon fought back with the score changing hands at each end with the players scoring to each other s jacks.  But the game changed 

with Wraight leading, 11-10.  Beer found a diagonal mark from the pub corner to run out on the former champion in a remarkable turn 

around.    

 

Maxine Tilman and Keith Norman, from sponsors Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines, joined the BCGBA President, Phil Brown, in making the 

presentations to semi-finalists and finalists. 

 

 

 

 

BCGBA VACANCIES  
 

The BCGBA are accepting applications for the positions of Webmaster, Newsletter Editor and Minute Taker, for which each will be paid 

a small remuneration. 
 

The Webmaster will be responsible for the design and upkeep of the website by ensuring that any information supplied to them is 

updated as soon as possible.  They will become part of the Media Sub-Group. 
 

The Newsletter Editor will be required to produce the newsletter on an ad-hoc basis, dependant on the time of the year.  During the 

season they are normally published on a monthly basis and will contain results and details of forthcoming events. They will be required 

to liaise with the CEO, other BCGBA Officers and the BCGBA Photographer and send out the newsletter electronically to the current 

mailing list. They will also become part of the Media Sub-Group. 
 

The Minute Taker will be required to attend all Management Committee Meetings (three per year  February, June, November), the 

Rules Revision and Annual General Meetings in January, County Secretaries meeting in March and the Officers Working 

Group/Finance Meetings, which are both held on the same day, and are usually four or five times a year.  All meetings are held at 

Winnington Park near Northwich.  The role will involve making copious notes at all meetings and then prepare the minutes in a pre-

defined format for approval by the CEO/Finance Officer.  
 

If you are interested in any of the above positions then please contact the CEO, John Crowther, in the first instance. 
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